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Funded research opportunity for PhD students 

in the TÜBİTAK project AI as Author 

 
We seek to hire two currently enrolled PhD students to join the interdisciplinary AI as Author 

project team at Koç University:  

 

• PhD Student in Literature or Linguistics (or related field) 

• PhD Student in Natural Language Processing (or related field) 

 

Role Summary 
 

Working closely with senior project members, the appointees will assist in research, preparing 

publications and organising the project’s international conference to be held in 2022. 

 

 

Eligibility Only PhD students currently (or soon to be) enrolled at universities in Turkey are 

eligible to apply. Good command of English is essential. 

 

Location Although students from Istanbul-based institutions (including KU) would be 

ideal given proximity, applications from other cities are welcome. We are open 

to discussing the possibility of remote work, at least partially, given the ‘new 

normal’ in research and education. Working hours are flexible. 

 

Salary 4,500 TL monthly (but may be reduced if the candidate is already funded by 

TÜBİTAK). 

 

Duration Approximately two years depending on the quality of work, with the possibility 

of an extension or a postdoctoral position if further funding is achieved. 

 

Start date Appointees are expected to be in the post as soon as possible, preferably October 

2020. 

 

Deadline Review of applications will continue until both positions are filled. 
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Project Summary 
 

AI as Author: Bridging the Gap Between Computational Creativity Techniques and Literary 

Theory (authorai.ku.edu.tr) is a three-year research project (2020–23) supported by the 

Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TÜBİTAK). Hosted by KU’s 

College of Social Sciences and Humanities, the team brings literary studies into conversation 

with machine learning to analyse and improve the quality of AI-generated text. This is an 

exciting opportunity to gain experience in a ‘final frontier’ of Artificial Intelligence research: 

creativity.  

 

Application Process 
 

For any queries or to register interest informally, please do not hesitate to contact the Principal 

Investigator, Dr Imke van Heerden, at ivanheerden@ku.edu.tr. To formally apply for the 

position, please submit to this email address the following documents electronically:  

 

• Verification of enrolment (transcript or official letter from the institution) 

• Cover letter 

• Curriculum vitae 

• Example of written work 

• Name and contact details of doctoral supervisor 

 

Shortlisted candidates will be notified and invited to an online interview. 

 

 

 

 


